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(Summary)

The article shows the social significance of football during the period of the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria through the example of three cities — Sliven, Pleven
and Vratsa. The development of the most popular sport in the respective
settlements until the Second World War, the transformations that occurred after 9
September 1944 and the adaptation to the new political and social system are
examined. The issues of financing football clubs, their toleration by physical
education societies and the resonance that their games have among the local
community are touched upon. At the same time, it is shown that sports
organizations are a successful way of integrating representatives of various
minority communities, who through their good performances enjoy respect among
their fellow citizens.
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