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(Summary) 

 

The article aims at presenting the activities of the people of the municipality 

of Garmen, Southwest Bulgaria, related to the socialization of tangible immovable 

religious heritage of local importance and their vision for changing it into a tourist 

product. There is no specialized local policy regarding cultural heritage, but 

voluntary initiatives to restore Orthodox sites and the spaces around them involve 

people of different faiths. As a result of their civic activism, a collective sense of 

attachment to heritage is strengthened, which in turn becomes an important element 

of their regional identity. The results of an ethnological study conducted in April–

May 2022 in the villages of Garmen, Dabnitsa and Skrebatno are presented. The 

data were collected through open-ended interviews with representatives of the 

municipality of Garmen and people who live near the cultural values and are 

committed to the cause of their restoration and socialization. 

 

Keywords: religious heritage of local importance; socialization; active 

citizens; regional identity 

 

 

 

Magdalena Slavkova 

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies 

with Ethnographic Museum 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

6А Moskovska St. 

1000 Sofia, BULGARIA 

chachipe@abv.bg 

 


