
 

 

 

“Third Way” – The Hungarian National Peasant Party and the Bulgarian  

Market-Gardeners in the Interwar Period 

Ferenc Bódi 

http://doi.org/10.7546/BF.1.2024.03 

(Summary) 

 

The article is dedicated to a hitherto unexplored element of the Bulgarian–

Hungarian relationship from the period between the two world wars – the 

Hungarian popular movement (March Front), whose ideas found inspiration from 

the Bulgarian gardeners in Hungary. The movement that later the National Peasant 

Party put the “Garden Hungary” program on its banner in which the agrarian 

reforms and the wider civil participation of peasants in Hungarian society held a 

special place. Many of the elements in this program drew examples from the 

Bulgarian gardeners in Hungary with their specific organization of labour, 

collectivist spirit, and a sustainable economic model linking the land work and the 

new market relations at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. 

In his study “Towards Garden Hungary” Imre Somogyi described in detail the 

techniques that Bulgarian market gardeners used in vegetable growing. In the social 

philosophy of László Németh, “Garden Hungary” had the meanings of a socio-

economic model that could eliminate rural poverty. 
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