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(Summary) 

 

The article analyses the plot-motive content and genre structure of the oral 

narratives (memories) about the submerging of the Don stanitsi [stations] in 

connection with the construction of the Tsimlyansk Dam in the middle of the 20th 

century. The focal points of the narratives about submerging are: the loss of the 

‘small homeland’ as a result of the catastrophe, the eschatological experiences, the 

miraculous ‘return’ of the submerged territories and objects (in visions and in 

reality, depending on natural phenomena). The narratives about the submerging 

from the Don region demonstrate a typological similarity with texts from other 

regions of the former USSR, which allows us to speak of a separately developed 

genre of modern verbal folklore. 
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