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(Summary) 

 

This paper explores the position of the rebellious, disobedient hero in his 

own environment on the examples of South Slavic and Russian epics; more 

precisely, it explores the hero’s disobedience to an authority from his social or 

family domain. There is a collision between the heroic status of the hero, 

emphasizing disobedience, independence and pride, with his social and family 

status, which lowers the hero on the hierarchical ladder. The hero opposes the will 

of his superior and sometimes explicitly shows his defiance through special 

gestures, specific gait or riding, often in the same way as his enemy, but unlike the 

enemy’s, his arrogance and daring are not always punished. An insubordinate hero 

is not a frequent type, although often a young hero and a neophyte. Besides, 

disobedience is not reserved for one and the same characters, although the most 

disobedient heroes are the greatest Russian hero Ilja Muromec and the greatest 

South Slavic hero Marko Kraljević. Disobedience is only partially a means of the 

heroes’ characterization, it is mainly used as a motivation, as an element of the 

commencement that, through the initial collision, opens the possibility for different 

variants of the plot, in which, in most poems, the epic prevails over the balladic 

resolution, the heroism over the punishment for hybris, the heroic over the magical 

principle. 
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