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(Summary) 

 

The holiday is an essential element in the ideological regulation of public 

life; it plays an important role in shaping and stabilizing the group celebrating it, in 

all cases by actualizing the most important unifying values, and very often – by 

distinguishing examples of exemplary behaviour. 

The spread of the COVID-19 epidemic at the very beginning of 2020 leads 

to a number of radical changes in social life. The speed with which processes 

develop, as well as the search for new forms to continue established practices, leads 

to experimentation with the possibilities of new technologies, as well as of new 

conditions – education in an online environment, online shopping, outsourced 

commercial cash registers for outdoor service, limiting the capacity for public 

access, reducing programs, etc. Limiting physical access to official celebrations 

provoked an attempt to compensate for it by broadcasting the festive ceremonies 

live. However, the transfer of an event to an online environment places local 

communities in the passive role of spectators of a performance, without the 

opportunity of participation, and the social function of the celebration is reduced to 

the possibilities of the social network to communicate through texts and chat with 

other representatives of the community who observe the broadcast. These 

restrictions seem to compromise the very idea of a celebration and make visible the 

fact that its fundamental feature is the possibility of physical presence and 

participation of citizens. 
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