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(Nominations for Denoting Gender, Family and Sexual Relations) 
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(Summary) 

 

The article draws attention to the linguistic aspects of the problem of 

speaking in the field of gender and sexual relations. My observations show 

numerous examples of euphemistic names for marital status, sexual relations and 

intimate body parts. The presence of euphemisms in the tabloid media and their 

active use there refute the perception in linguistics (and in particular in stylistics) 

that euphemisms are a feature of a single type of socially restricted speech (i.e. that 

they are part of official / high registers). My observations clearly show that in the 

media environment in Bulgaria there is a clear tendency for the active use of 

euphemisms within the informal speech register. This tendency is defined as brand 

new, formed at the end of the 20th century and actively manifested at the beginning 

the 21st century in journalistic style. Dysphemistic nominations are mostly jargon 

words and contradictory evaluations include nominations belonging to the group of 

international terms – impotent, vagina, penis. The transformation of medical 

terminology into dysphemisms and taboo names is due to the fact that the denoted 

concepts are strongly prohibited. This is further transmitted to the very terms 

denoting them. 
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