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(Summary) 

 

This paper is dedicated to the legend of seven maidens connected to Yedi 

Kızlar Türbesi (the Tomb of the Seven Maidens) in Manisa, the Republic of 

Turkey. Two versions of the legend are discerned: one (pseudo)historical and one 

ritual-mythical. The author shows that the former version is not actually based on 

historical facts. The second version is compared to legends which were recorded 

among the Turks of the Eastern Rhodope Mountains in Bulgaria. In this way, the 

paper outlines similarities in how the Seven Maidens are depicted in both regions. 

A comparison with a legend from Ossetia confirms the hypothesis that the Seven 

Maidens were originally a personification of the Pleiades star cluster. Owing to its 

peripheral position in relation to central religious issues, this cult was preserved 

during the Christian (Byzantine) and Muslim (Ottoman) periods, thus providing an 

opportunity for a manifestation of religiosity among women. 
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